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Anoother  Lincoln  cupboard 


ANfODXG  THE  MANY  CRAFTSMEN  wlio  migrated  early  in  the  nine- 
teentth  century  to  the  states  newly  cai"vecl  from  tlie  old  North- 
west t  Territoiy  was  Thomas  Lincoln,  better  known  as  the  father 
of  ouur  sbcteendi  President  dian  for  his  skiJl  as  a  cabinetmaker. 
The  Lincolns  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  in  1817,  when 
Abraaliam  was  eight  years  old,  and  on  to  Illinois  when  the  future 
Prestident  was  twenty-one. 

Tlilie  Henry  Ford  Museum  owns  a  coiTier  cupboard  beheved 
to  haave  been  made  by  Thomas  for  an  Indiana  family.  It  was 
inclaided  in  the  exliibition  Arts  and  Crafts  of  the  Old  Noiih- 
westt  Territory,  but  we  have  not  illustrated  it  in  this  issue  be- 
causse  we  showed  it  with  a  group  of  such  cupboards  In  Febru- 
ary 11964  (p.  208)  in  an  article  by  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  director 
of  tlhe  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation.  In  that  article  Mr. 
McWIurtry  showed  all  but  one  of  the  eight  cupboards  presently 
attrilbuted  to  Thomas  Lincoln.  Here  he  presents  the  eighth: 

The  E  C  cupboard  is  attributed  to  Thomas  Lincoln  by  strong 
famiily  tradition  as  well  as  on  the  basis  of  style  and  construction. 
Acccording  to  Ida  M.  Tarbell,  who  mentions  it  in  her  In  the  Foot- 
stepfs  of  the  Lincoh\s  (Harper  &  Brothers,  1924),  the  initials  stand 
for  ^Elizabeth  Crawford.  Elizabeth  and  her  husband  Josiah  were 
the  ;  neighbors  who  figured  most  largely  in  the  Lincolns'  life  in  In- 
diania,  and  Thomas  Lincoln  "did  all  the  carpenter  work  for  their 
comifortable  frame  house— window  frames,  doors,  cupboards."  Their 
gramdson,  W.  F.  Adams  of  Rockport,  Indiana,  told  Miss  Tarbell:  "It 
[die  cupboard]  stood  in  the  very  room  where  I  was  born.  Many 
is  thie  time  that  as  a  child  I  have  gone  to  that  cupboard  for  some- 
thinig  to  eat."  Another  grandchild,  a  Mrs.  Meece,  was  the  last  mem- 
ber of  the  family  to  own  the  cupboard;  she  sold  it  to  Charles 
BronvTi,  who  placed  it  in  the  Rockport  courthouse.  It  is  now  on  view 
at  tlhe  Lincoln  Pioneer  Village  in  Rockport. 

This  cupboard  differs  from  the  others  attributed  to  Thomas  Lin- 
colm  in  that  it  was  not  intended  to  fit  into  a  comer:  it  is  rectangu- 
lar, rather  than  triangular,  in  shape.  It  is  also  the  only  one  of  the 
groiup  to  have  decorative  inlay  directly  on  the  jamb  instead  of  on 
separate  applied  strips.  The  inlaid  decoration  and  the  initials,  ac- 
cording to  Miss  Tarliell,  are  in  white  ash,  and  she  interprets  the 
small  inlaid  rectangles  at  each  curve  of  the  streamer  as  flags  in- 
dicjitive  of  Thomas  Lincoln's  patriotism. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  how  much  of  the  work 
on  this  cupboard  was  actually  done  by  Thomas  Lincoln.  Miss  Tar- 
bell reports  family  tradition  to  the  effect  that  Abraham  helped  his 
father,  but  another  story  has  it  that  Elizabeth  Crawford's  uncle 
Thomas  Summers  may  have  assisted  Thomas.  However,  the  piece 
has  all  the  eamnarks  of  the  other  cupboards  in  this  group:  modified 
d|pr);il  ni.'lv!'M  '.  ill  iliir>  t'r>mlrr,  «;trr".iHHM~  uA:w  rlirprtl>^  HpIow  a  star^ 
•^tmble  doors,  and  wooden-peg  construction. 

— R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
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Wall  cupboard  attributed  to  Thomas  Lincoln. 

Initialed  E  C  for  Elizabeth  Crawford,  for  whom  it  was  ma( 
Lincoln  Pioneer  Village,  Rockport,  Indiana. 
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